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Isobel Williams depicts Elimu Mas Academy 
getting ready for Carnival at Paddington Arts. 
Alongside are Origin Moko Jumbies/Moko 
Somõkõw, stilt-walking spirits of 
West African legend. 

Some drawings show Moko Jumbie 
workshops at the Yaa Centre organised 
by Carnival Village Trust and Elimu; 
some show the Launch of the Bands 
at the Tabernacle in 2019. 

With thanks to Ansel Wong CBE, former Chair of 
Notting Hill Carnival Board and founder of Elimu Mas 
Academy; Helen Davenport, artist, sculptor and 
Carnival costume designer; Alan Vaughan, artist, 
costume designer and Moko Jumbie. 

More on
blog post:

Prompted by artist and teacher Ron Best, Isobel 
Williams started live-drawing under the Westway. 
This led to drawing at Occupy camps, Crisis at 
Christmas and the UK Supreme Court. 
She has held solo exhibitions in London and Oslo. 

Books: Isobel wrote and illustrated
THE SUPREME COURT: A GUIDE FOR BEARS (2017), 
CATULLUS: SHIBARI CARMINA (Carcanet, 2021) and 
SWITCH: THE COMPLETE CATULLUS (Carcanet, 2023). 
She has contributed to DESIGN IN LEGAL EDUCATION

(Routledge, 2022), WOMEN RE-CREATING CLASSICS 
(Bloomsbury, 2025), and publications including 
PROOF, the journal of The Justice Gap. 

isobelwilliams.org.uk
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Day of the Dead costume design HELEN DAVENPORT (applying make-up), 2018 Windrush costume design GEMA ENSENAT, 2018


